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from page 49

ms (whom he's done s al duets with} or
je social commientary like Neil Young or Steve
He car tello and Ryan
Adarms.

It all seemns fitting for a man who, after all, is a

of Angelina lolie ... hell, he's the
v ld Thing,” a song the late
music critic Lester Bangs hailed as “rock 'n’ roll at
its H'U‘F majestic.”

3 kid who grew up not far from the
5 track in Yonkers to a father who was the
head golf pro at a course in Scarsdale. Not a bad
er, was Chip. Taylor’s first tnp to a thorough-
i in the 1960s when he went 10
e triends. He soon im
winners with the help o
g coach/gar in Josh Shel
'Ju"']i'; p’!u'lriu over the F:.H

R llrr‘l‘ hefore g
as a staff wri mr Soon, he would write “Angel of
the Moming,” cofwrite “Try (Just A Little Bit
i Tina Turner's “Country Girl, City
"I Can't Let Go,” (the now iron-
n of a Rotten Gambler,” and, yes, "Wild

song as | recorded the dema. | was almaost embar-
rassed about the raw sexuality of iL."

Taylor was hitting his stride. His own albums
were selling well, especially in Europe, and Willie
Nelson and Chet Atkins, among others, were
recording his songs. But in 1979, Taylor wrote and
recorded whal he thought would be his “career
record,” a song called "One Night Out With The
But Columbia and Capitol didnt know
what to do with the record. And when it wasn'l
promoted, Taylor admitted he was "crushed.”

“It was 1981,” he said, “and | just decided to
go to the track.’
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Taylor always liked to gambie, and it didn't hurt
he could count cards. He finished third in an inter-
r.anonal blackjack tournament in Las Viegas in the
0s and claimed some hetty pots in Atlantic City
until they started reshuffling the cards every time
he made a big bet

But it was the lure of the horses that pulled

aylar to an OTB in Hauppauge, Long Island, when
1In_- music industry didn't an» how to promote

v I
Sometimes
| felt guilty about not
making music, but | loved
betting the horses.”

him

My hearl was into gambling more and me
Taylor said. “Mow | had all this free time \
banned all the card counters (in Atlantic City), so |
stayed with the horses.”

And so started Taylor’s 15-year & re with
Ernie Dahiman, who has become almos: ult fig-
ure in the world of horse racing and who, at one
time, reportedly wagered as much as $10 million a
year. f—rrm a ""I.c'r-' room |n

maost \_IHII_]IJr_ pannF_rgnl_GS and mad
SCOres.
Taylor had a tight schedule, and music wasn't a
major part of it
"I'd go to the {recording) studic once a week to
finish a track or two, but my typical day was to go
home from the track, get messages, a change of
clothes, and, at about 8 pm., with my Racing
Form in my hand, I'd go to the <itchen to see
all my friends,” Taylor recalled. "I'd sit at the bar
from B to 11, have some l')m" at the bar and look
over the next day's races. If | saw something | was
going to play, I'd tell the guys there
the Merc Bar far an hot a half, two hours,
and go home about 2
"I'd wake at 8 and work another three hours on
the Racing Form so | would know everything by
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See TAYLOR, page 52
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the time Ernie called around 11. We'd go over
every horse, every race ... We'd talk about the
weather the wind and wha ges might
I'd dr ve over (to the )

et $10 {a day), Ermie would bet

000, $80,000," added Taylor, who particularly

enjoyed betting the Pick 6. “When | bet $10,000 a

day, I'd bet $2,000 on races | had little opinion and
one or two big bets a day.”

To get as much information as possible 1o play
the races, Taylor and Dahlman employed people to
fortact them via cell phone from the track with
he-minute information
th binoculars watching, look-
to see which ones could handle
what kind of equipment t

rq at hors
cerfain surfac

e

ting a fr'..,-ll aang
r own. Michael Hushion, who trained for
aylor and Dahlman, said the par were "doing
some indbreaking stufl.” i
;alties from his songs and winnings
» track, Taylor had no need to write more
I was lndlrmr.l quite a bit of money gambling
ith the royalties, | didn't have to worry,” he
d one of his songs in the
and he did & shorl Songwriters in the
Tour with Darden Smith, Rosie Flores and

"That was fun,” r recalled.
ack 1o New York

ylor admits it wasn't.a
and no worries, He
Belmont one afterncon
gisle

ways cnsp, new bills
g home from
after cashing a bet for
e than $30,000 and breaking down on the
of the road

What do you do after you win the chase
do you when you walk away with the prize?
ylor kept his schedule. Kept going to
Hauppauge and the Scho Kitchen. Kept studying
the Racing Form. Kept working his track data. Chip
Taylor had officially disappeared from the music
ndustry nd of in no-man's land,” he once said

Grunge, hair bands, MTV ... it all passed with-
out Taylor

And then, suddenly, it all changed

ecalls
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up the guitar again in 1994 to
his ill mother. It was during that time
g happened,” he said.

SJd“eruI\,' he was writing songs again

snly, he was interested in recording Taylor,
who admits he can turn off addictions as quickly as
they come, was thinking more about music than
the nine-race card at Belmant,

“| called Ermie in 1996," Taylor re i
him, "You're not going to believe this, but I'm
going to get back into music.” ”
recorded

1 " New verst
% '-el ving Room

a E,»m-llIL rec
acclaim that iy Stone mused, "V
staggering abJJl Chip Taylor's re-emer
‘a5 is ... that he has simply never been tertr'r on
stage or on disc.”

There were more well-received solo albums
before Taylopsgameback became complete with
the release of five duet albums with singer and vio-
linist Carrie Rodriguez, whom Taylor met in Austin
Texas. Her angelic voice next to his, rough and ten-
der. It pushed the two to the top of the folk and
Americana charts and even on the UK's Top of the
Pops.

“That career | had with Carrie, | never dreamed
it would happen to me,” Taylor said. "My career
jumped when | met Carrie. Nat in Europe so much,
where | was seling records. But in the States. It
changed my career.”

With Rodriguez and Van Mornison’s guitanst
John Platania by his side, Taylor went back to the
top. It's a place he's become comfortable with

_ Chip Taylor's albums since he returned
o music have been well received.

With the release of “Songs of Fr
includes a "50s beat style "Dance With
‘four Shoe,"”

ist in Kendel Carson, worked on Platania’s instru-
mental album, and he’s preparing a book/CD to
rate his last European tour with Rodriguez

As for "Wild Thing 1as been recorded
by everyone from Jimi Hendrix to X — and was a
huge part of the movie jor League,” released
25 years ago this year — T, stll performs it,
and maost nights closes his show with it.

"It feels good,” he says. "But it makes me feel
good for a fleeting minute. | never look back an
things. | just keep working and looking ahead
because there’s so much | want to do.”

And so Taylor S W . strumiming and
singing. And while he sull gets together every once
in a while with Dahlman out in Las Vegas — while
he still has all his records and race charts from the
tracks “in case | ever wanted to go at it again” —
music is once again Taylor's passion.

"I had a great time with Ernie and | still do,
Taylor said, "But I'm so happy making music again.
I'm excited all over again *
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