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Soulman returns with heavy
heart and killer album

FOR THOSE WHO
remember Max-
well as the Casa-
nova behind bou-
doir jams like
Sumthln Sumthin’,” his first
disc in eight years holds a sur-
prise: bad vibes. BLACK sum-
mersnight is a breakup record,
with storm-tossed songs full of
regrets and recriminations. “I
go insane/Crazy sometimes/
Trying to keep you from losing
i your mind,” Maxwell sings in
i “Fistful of Tears.” He remains a
student of Marvin Gayve (Here,
My Dearis amodel) and sump-
tuous Seventies grooves. But
ballads like the mesmeric
“Pretty Wings” prove he’s an
auteur in his own right, with
surprising digressions and cre-
scendos that mirror the songs’
conflicted emotions. The result
is an R&B album about love,
not just sex, for grown-ups who
know the difference. joov rosen




